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Nov. 6th, 1848.

Gentlemen,--! have .the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note dated
5th inst., requesting, on the part of the Members of my Class, a copy of 1ny
Lecture for publication.
I take great pleasure in receiving this mark of the kindness of my Class, and
readily place the copy at their disposal.
I pray you to accept the assurances of my respectful regards, and to believe
that I am your most obliged servant,
CHARLES D. MEIGS.
To Messrs. J. W. DREWRY, President,
L. BRANDT, Secretary,

I. L . ADKINS,
A.

HARDCASTLE,

P. S.

CROOM,

&c. &c.
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INTRODUCTORY.
\
GENTL EMEN OF THE MEDIC AL CLASS : -

\
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I am happy to 1neet you again , after so long a separ ation.
I ventu re to hope that our future interc ourse , and our relation to each other as teach er and• stude nts, may prove not less
pleasi ng to me than they have hither to been; and, that being
advan tageo us to you, I may again find occas ion to respe ct you
for your progr ess, as well as thank you for your civili ty and
even kindn ess to me.
I hereb y engag e to exert all my facult y to prom ote your
advan ceme nt in learn ing,- relati ng and expla ining the vario us
therne s which it is my duty to prese nt to you, and treat of before you this winte r, carefu lly endea vouri ng to strip my subje cts
of all useless comp licati on and myste ry, so that I may make
every thing plain and intelli gible to every memb er of the class,
even the weak est one in it; alway s remem berin g that my office
here has been institu ted with one chief desig n, which is, that
the profe ssor of this depar tment n1ay teach the stude nt the way
to be really useful to those tQat requi re his couns el or skill in
this line of profe ssiona l pursu its, for that is what the publi c
want, and it is what you want. This objec t I intend to pursu e
consc ientio usly all winte r long.
I have an intere sting, curiou s, and difficult subjec t.
I have repro ductio n to treat of, and all the diseas es of the
sex, as well as those of young childr en.
Here, you see, is a wide range . Here is an imme nse business transa ction. But you must learn to trans act it. It will
make you rich men and respe cted men, if you learn it arigh t.
I advis e you to give it a prope r share of your time and
thoug ht.
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It is difficult to teach, and there are not a great many who
can teach it well. I am one of those who cannot, but I am one
of those who will try. Do you try.
My department is difficult, for it is duplex. It comprises both
a science and an art.
The science of Obstetricy and the art of Midwifery. No..
body can exercise the art well, ,vho has not learned the
science. 1 should think a man might be able to construct a
good telescope, or a transit instrument, who should not be capable to calculate the elements of a comet, or determine the
place of an unknown but disturbing star.
NQt so in our affairs. To be accomplished in the art of
Midwifery, we must be learned in Obstetricy, for in Obstetricy
is contained the whole theory of the dynamics of labour.
, You hear me speak of a science and of an art, and you may
ask me by what pretence I call Obstetricy a science, and whether
a thing so little subject to a classification or natural order, is
worth_y to be called a science.
I reply that, though it might puzzle me to determine where
in a scientific arrangement to place a retroversio uteri, or to
show the relation in any•natural order or connexion bet\vixt
a laceration of the won1b and the doctrines of conception, yet I
do find a sort of natural order in our science, for I observe that
I cannot learn it at all unless I learn its osteology and its anatorny, \vhich is one class, exhibiting two genera,-one, the bony
parts, and the other the soft parts. I could even make more
genera if I chose to do so.
Well then, say I have a genus in the class Anatomy, which
I denominate Osteology,-! have several species, os pubis, right
and left, ischium, iliurn, sacrum, &c. So of the other genus of
soft parts, I have the species uterus, tubes, ovaries, ligaments,
&c. &c. So you see I can construct a science out of our
Obstetricy, and arrange it like a merchant's ledger,-so artfully,
and so naturally, that by referring to the index, I can open the
account for the item at page and column. That is sciencescience is classification.
The art is a small matter; it is the letter. But the science is
the word-" The letter killeth, but the \vord maketh alive."

\
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Upon taking leave of you last spring, you may ren1ember
I said that, one of the rnost agreeable anticipations I could enjoy during the suspension of our intercourse, would consist in
the prospect of this meeting, and the resumption of our studies
together.
In saying so, I spoke what was strictly and exactly truefor I have no affairs left in this world, so de]ightful to me
as those of my Professorship. Nor can I now hope for any
honour or distinction n1ore elevated than that of a public instructor in our liberal profession of medicine. Nor do I desire
a ny other.
I an1 a rnan who have been devoted since 1809, (nigh forty
years,) to rned ical pursuits w ith a zeal that might almost be
called passionate; but disgusted, at last, w ith the every-day routine of it, satiated with its clinical res ults, a nd ,vearied of its
sleepless nights and exhausting days, I find here soinething
fresh ; something, in spite of Solomon, new under the sun ; new
faces,-new aspirations after knowledge and excellence,-new
hopes of usefulness and distinction ;-a renewed crowd of American students, countrymen of mine own, from Texas and Tennessee, Massachusetts and Maryland, New Hampshire and
Louisiana,-frorn old Virginia the mother of states, and soli~
old, steady Pennsylvania, one brotherhood of fellow-countrymen
coming togethei- from out of the different nations that are bound
up within the loving, infolding bands of the .A.merican Constitution, all baptized with the name of Republican, and stam ped
with the mark and the sign of this great branch of the Saxon
blood-to wit, an invincible energy and progression and .m asterfulness above those of all other r aces of men.
I should think, gentlemen, that a man must have a heart made
of a nether millstone that would not soften at such a spectacle.
F or in it is comprised the idea of those motives that have
brought you to us and us to you this night; so that, we be now
standing here together for a great a nd me~itorious purpose and
object.
The \Vorld in ,vhich we live bas gro,vn very selfish, they say,
a nd indifferent to everything that does not put rnore money in

6

the purse , vvhich is the grand est maxin 1 of the utilita rian, and
which is by some suppo sed to be the only real good thing in
this life,- but I have a better opinio n of the world than this.
The vvorld has too much comn 1on sense ,-whi ch is the world 's
sense ,-not to perce ive that it is advan taged ,vhen ever a great
body of the youth ful part of it corne togeth er with a resolu tion
to impro ve their know ledge and their mora ls,-to eleva te themselves in powe r to dispe nse benef its, not only in the exerc ise of
a useful and indisp ensab le art, but by exam ple such as can only
be set by gentle men. A gentle rnan is in the \vor]d like a
light- house on a troub led, storm y coast ; every body looks at it,
and every body knovvs that to be guide d by its light is to go
safely in the right chann el that condu cts to the haven .
What purpo ses? what objec ts? what is it that has cause d
this meeti ng, upon this spot of earth ?
Befor e \Ve reply to these questi ons, let us reflec t a little upon
circu mstan ces that have befor e transp ired here -in this very
spot ! I"'et us do this in order to get a stron g light upon a great
truth.
It is scarc ely 1nore than one hundr ed and fifty years ago- and
the men that sa,v it are but just lately dead -that the spot upon
vvhich ,ve stand \Vas a dark prin1e val forest , the haunt of the
moos e, the deer, the wolf, and the fox.
Here the Lenn i Lena pe n1an crept with bow and huntin gspear neare r and neare r to the wild beast, whos e spoils const ituted his wealt h, and satisfi ed his irnper ious neces sities.
The Man had a soul that was filled, as Milto n says, ,vith
"vain imagi nation s, phant asms, and dream s, disten 1pere d disco ntented thoug hts, vain hopes , vain aims, inord inate desire s." H e
was sunk in gross ignor ance and vice, and the darkn ess of night
was sprea d over his lot, and that of his race.
Some huma n sy1np athies had he, mayh ap, at the sight of his
wife or his new born child ; and some sensu al pleasu re, in the
curlin g incen se of his tobac co stnok e, as it vvrap ped his sense s
in its anrest hetic cloud . But a dark fiery passio n ruled his life,
_ and war and reven ge ,vere his ideal. The scalp- pole, ,vith the
gory emble ms of his streng th and coura ge, or the blood y corps e
of his enern y, lying stark and silent , cold and gashe d before
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him, procured for the Man emotions the most to be hoped for
in his then present evil world. Such was the Philadelphian.
But now, in this short space that we are thinking of, the
bloody and cruel red n1an is clean gone out of our sight, and
his record can scarce be found-the bramble and the thorn, the
brake and the tangled thicket, and the thousand-year-·o ld oak,
have given place to streets of palaces, the ho1nes of a luxurious
and refined civilization. The wild beast of the forest is no
longer seen in his ancient lair, where the caparisoned horse
bends his pliant vvilling neck to the rein; and the surly bear, and
grim ferocious wolf, no longer gnash their teeth in paths where
our little children pursue their toys in security. The lodge of
the Indian is gone, and the marble hall is in its place. No
more doth the scalp-pole lift its mournful trophy in the air,
where the banner of the Republic throws out Hs stars and stripes
to the winds that love to leap to the embrace of that beautiful
and glorious emblem of our enlightened liberty and union, in
which lie our strength and our happiness.
Now is not this a marvellous change, to be effected too, in so
short a time! What was the necromancy that wrought it 1
Man was here then.
,
Man is here now.
What makes the difference-if we be in truth, all alike sons
of the common Adam, father of men 1
What is it that hath swept away, as by a stroke of Merlin's
wand, forest, and lodge, and wild beast, and wilder 1nan, and
planted in their stead a great and flourishing city, ,vith its
380,000 Christian souls of its population,-abiding here in security and tranquillity, under wholesorne and equal laws, the exponents of a true tnorality, and the guardians of it.
We are here in the 1nidst of plenty; we are surrounded with
all the consolations of civilization. We have abundant markets; vast stores of corn, wine, and oil; streets cleansed, lighted
and graded, and guarded; places of ,vorship, magnificent libraries; public walks, and gardens and squares; hospitals and
alms-houses for the sick and the wounded, the deaf and the
blind, and the lame and the poor. Benevolent institutions rising
up every day, and en1ulous to do vvhatever is possible for the
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amelioration of those who are ignorant, or vicious, or unfortunate; schools opened for all the children of the people, without
fee or price ; and to all this catalogue of good things here enjoyed-a confident belief that the sa1ne ad vantages a re to be
kept in store for our children, and our children's children, for
gener.ations that are as yet unborn.
Here are gathered together the innumerable gifts of commerce; whatsoever the arts have produced of useful or agreeable, are here placed within the reach of those who desire
them for use or for pleasure.
Now what is it that hath wrought this great and miraculous
change?
All this is the \Vork of the Scholar; for it is he who has led
his fellow-m an out of the grossness and ignorance and depravity of his natural state-that has taught hirn arts and letters,
and converted him, fron1 being a savage, into the more elevated
condition of the Christian and gentleman. It is the Scholar
that has broken asunder the manacles of the ,vornan, and freed
her and disenthralled her, from being the bond slave of the
man, his beast of burthen and the 1nother of his child, to take
her station as his co-equal companion. The Scholar is man's
Teacher and Guide. He it is who struck the scales from his
eyes, and opened his deaf ears, and unsealed his closed senses,
and called upon him with his voice, and showed hin1 by his
example, . the way in which he should walk ; invited him to
spurn the degradation and bondage of ignorance and depravity,
and to corne up and be partaker with hiin of kno\v ledge,
which is freedom, and of virtue, which is happiness.
It is the Scholar who hath done all this, and none else could
have done it.
Man sat here, in thi~ Eden, like Satan in Paradise, "squat,
like a toad"-not in his own shape, but changed, deforn1ed and
depressed---full of evil.
It seems but yesterday that the angels Ithuriel and Zephon
found him here, and " with the spear touched lightly," ,
" The fiend looked up, and knew
His n1ounted scale aloft; nor more, but fled
Mur1nuring-and with him fled the sh,ides of night."

l
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Penn and Logan, the Scholars, were our Ithuriel and Zephon,
and the beaming spear of celestial temper-it was tipped with
the light of scholarship.
Ages of unknown duration had lapsed over this favoured
spot and the man-the earth ,vas a wilderness, and the man
remained unchanged !
But truth and fair science came, an_d lo! moral's-security
-liberty-happiness dwell together; and the man-the child of
Adam, is still here-but he is the Christian man, lifted upwards
towards an assimilation with the nature of Hirn in whose
im~ge he was made, and in whom he consists, and moves, and
lives, and has his being.
Is not this a true representation? Have I shown you a great
truth in a strong light?
Why Christianity is Scholarship. l,aw is Scholarship. Virtue is Scholarship. Decency and self-respect, decorum, letters,
arts, sciences, wisdom ; all that gives a man just claim to be
called by the honourable na111e of gentleman~these are Scholarship.
I asked you a little while ago a question.
What is it, said I, that has brought you and I together this
evening 7 ,ve who have been separated by so many weary
leagues before ?
Is it not a love of letters-of learning-an earnest wish to
take a higher rank in the Scholar class of our cornmon country;
a desire, as you have but recently come out of the condition
of the pupil into the more advanced grade of the Student-(an
honourable pron1otion)-to pass through the rank of the student
into the last rank a man can attain, ,vhich is that of the
Scholar 1
You have taken 1nuch pains, and shown a worthy zeal, to
have con1e up thus high. But you should carefully reflect upon
the necessity there is, and the propriety of so passing your
studentship as to give you no doubt, nor the least misgiving,
as to your future admission to the highest places. There are
rnen, grov\tn-up men, \Vho never attain beyond the pupil stage;
they require to be led and upheld and guided in all things as

,
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1ong as the y live, nev er bec om ing tru ly ind epe
nde nt and selfpoised. Th ere are oth ers wh o adv anc e, wit h a firm
and ste ady
step, to the gra de of the stu den t cla ss- vv hic h
is a mo re advan ced , ind epe nde nt, self-guiding and ele vat ed
sta ge of existenc e; but of these n1any sto p he re- an d nev er ma
rch one pac e
bey ond . Ho w ma ny doc tor s of thi s sor t cou ld
one cou nt !
If yo u ma ke no pro gre ss bey ond the pup il ag eor sto p midwa y in the stu den tsh ip- ho w can it be tha t you
shall ask me
to cer tify , upon honour, tha t yo u hav e rea che d the
Sc ho lar cla ss
of the lan d, and hav e bec om e fit to tak e ran k
am on g the1n.
Th ey will hiss at rr1e, and den y tha t I hav e eit
her kno wle dge
or hon est y. No w tho ugh , as I sai d, I arn com ma
nde d to tea ch
yo u how to be useful, I am , in ord er to do so,
to ind uct yo u
int o a sch ola rsh ip- for me dic ine is a lib era l pur
sui t.
I wis h, and the ear nes t des ire of my hea rt is, tha
t you ma y
all, vvithout exc ept ion , tak e cou rag e, and be firm
ly res olv ed not
to sto p her e, sho rt of yo ur Vo cat ion , but pre ss
on, thr oug h all
difficulties and obs tru ctio ns, to the tru e vo cat ion
-of the phy sic ian . Th e phy sic ian should be not a gen tle ma
n on ly- bu t a
gen tle ma n and a sch ola r.
An ign ora nt ph ys ici an -I abh or hin1 l
Bu t now , if you be act uat ed by suc h noble and
enn obl ing
sen tim ent s and motives, how sho uld it be wit h
them tha t are
app oin ted to tea ch you , not onl y the ele me nts ,
the ver y rud iments, bu t the full exp and ed \vhole of the vas t,
con1prehensive
sci enc es of medicine.
Nam tibi de sum ma creli rati one deu mqu e
Dis sere rc inci pian 1; et reru m prim ord ia pan dam
,
Uncle 01nnes nat ura cree t res; auc tet alat que .

In vie w of this responsibility, both to you and to
soc iet y, nay
to the age in wh ich we live, and to pos ter ity , I
wo uld I ,ve re
the mo st up dg ht, the mo st lea rne d, ,vise and elo
quent of men.
I wo uld tha t I we re possessed of eloquence, not
to convince
yo u onl y, but to PER SUA DE you tha t the re can not
be any hig her
no r mo re enn obl ing pur sui t tha n tha t of lett ers .
Ho w gla dly wo uld I end eav our to im pre ss upo n
yo ur mi nds

(
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some quick ening sense of the beaut y and benef icenc e of learning; its povver to secur e your happiness, and that of other s, and
show you
" How charmi ng is divine philosophy !
Not cold and crabbed, as dull fools suppose,
But musica l as is Apollo's lute,
And a perpetu al feast of ncctare d sweets,
Where no crude surfeit reigns. "

J
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You are Stude nts now; you are no longe r Pupi ls-yo u ought
by this tin1e, to know that amon g every nation , there will be
classe s and ranks of the peopl e-div ision s, guilds, into which
they inevit ably fall by the natur e of their prope nsitie s and inclinat ions, and by the force of their INTEL LECT, as iDeaker or
STRON GER, for it is not the corporeal man that .is man- but his
anima ting spirit.
Y ouog men, after the comp letion of the stude nt's stage of
life, if they be wise -will consi der, then, to what class or order
of socie ty they will attach them selve s-the y will ascer tain their
Voca tion and their place of servic e.
'I'his you have alread y in part done -and you have, as you
erron eousl y suppose, taken your stand in the Medi cal Class.
You have made a great mista ke. You should have aimed to
join yours elves to the Schol ar Class, and come here with
resolv e firm and high to acqui re indisputable clai1ns to that
great honour.
I say you have made a grave mista ke-fo r there is no
medic al class in Amer ica, or elsew here, save in Pruss ia.
Corre ct your error, then 1 and bend the ,vhole force of your
youth and health and intellection to the highe r aim of coopera ting with those who give "the very age and body of the
time, its form and press ure," -thos e \vho by their knovvledge
and wisdo m GOVER N the people of the Unite d States , and stand
as the firm pillar s to suppo rt the Constitution and laws of the
land. But not only this- rule the natio n-no t as Cong ressrn en,
nor legisl ators and judge s, but as show ing in their Ii ves,
exam ple, tastes , and conve rsatio n, an entire spirit , what it is
that is good for man to do and to be. Those who regul ate the
conve ntions of the socia l comp act, frami ng its mann ers, dicta-
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ting politeness, com pel ling bienseance, and in sho rt,
all tha t is
agr eea ble , refined, and sec ure , in the sta te of thin gs
den om inat ed rnanners.
No w the se are thin gs far bey ond the rea ch of the law
giv er,
wh o can not eve n ima gin e, mu ch n1ore fra me or ena
ct the m,
nor the gra nd inq ues t inq uire into the m, nor any ben
ch or jur y
acq uit or con dem n upo n the m.
He nce , the law is the ess ent ial res ult of the pow er
of the
sch ola r, as being the exp one nt at onc e and the
regis of
Mo ral s; yet the pow er of the Sch ola r cla ss is gre ate
r tha n the
law 's pow er, as rea chi ng far the r and pen etra ting dee
per into
the ver y nat ure and bounds of the soc ial sta te- tes
tin g and
pro vin g, and imp rov ing the ver y des ires and inte
nts of the
tho ugh ts of the pea rts of the people.
Wi1l you not join the Sch ola r cla ss f Th at oug ht to
be you r
Vo cat ion.
Jus t now I rem ark ed tha t you aim too lovl to join wh
at you
suppose to be the me dic al cla ss, and you we re,
per hap s,
sho cke d to hea r me say the re is no suc h cla ss in this
cou ntr y.
Bu t I believe you will coi nci de vvith me in this opinio
n, if you-should refl ect a little upon the sta te of Me dic ine
her e, how
deg rad ed it is and hovv loud are the com pla ints of
the phy sicia ns as to its lovvness.
A late pro fes sor of a cel ebr ate d me dic al sch ool
in the
We st- the late Dr. Sam uel Br ow n-w as so con
vin ced of
this fall, tha t he des ired to rec ove r the gen tlem an' s title
of Mr .
Sam uel Bro wn , and dro ppe d his M. D. alw ays in trav
elli ng.
Th e cla ss of per son s exe rcis ing me dic al cal ling s
in the
Un ited Sta tes is com pos ed of some 30, 000 phy sici ans
, mo re or
less, tru ly possessing clain1s to be con sid ere d as bel ong
ing to tha t
cul tiva ted cor ps of rnen. Th ey do not per for m pro bab
ly even a
1najor par t of the san ata ry ser vic e of the public. Th
e exc ess
of it bei ng exe cut ed by a var iety , not a cla ss, of per
son s, v;ho,
\Vhile the y sty le themselves doc tor s, are rea lly not
rnembers
of the Sch ola r voc atio n, and of cou rse not phy sici ans
. Th ey
are inte rlop ers into our gui ld- sho vvi ng cla ims to the
con fide nce
of the nat ion as bel ong ing to the ele vat ed Sch ola
r Cl ass wh ere as the y, in tru th, bel ong to a var iety of trad
es and
1

I
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occu patio ns, from whi ch they have fled or been expelled, as
bein g too resp ecta ble for thei r real natu re and qualities, too
hone st for thei r purposes, and too slow in grat ifyin g thei r
crav ing spiri t of gain , or their intempestive aspi ratio ns for
dign ity and po\ ver -a dign ity whic h they but disc redi t, and a
pow er that they enfeeble, as possessing neit her prob ity nor
info rmat ion, fitting them to vvear the one or wiel d the othe r.
The se peo ple- a ]arg e per- cent age of the Med ical Cla ssthen, give sana tary aid, and by soci ety are planted jowl by chee k,
in our rank . The y are both salu ted Imp erat or by the Leg ions 'rraj an and Vite llius !
This is not the fault of the public, nor have the phys ician s
any just righ t to rail at man kind , as insulting us by pref errin g
an ignoble pret ende r in the very face of men proffering undeni able evid ence of thei r righ t to resp ect and confidence.
Man kind cann ot judg e betw ixt a phys ician and a quac k
doct or; and thei r inco mpe tenc y in this rega rd arise s from
this ,-th at the studies and acts of the phys ician are thos e of the
high est sect ions of the Scho lar Class. The intel lectu al rang e
is so high , that soci ety cann ot corn e up to the stan dard of
judg men t abou t it. For , wha t should soci ety in gene ral know ,
or even suspect, of the profoundness of thos e cont emp latio ns by
whic h alon e a n1an may arriv e at a clea r view of the natu re
and play of the biot ic forc es!
Soc iety judg es of us by our dres s and add ress -by our
offers or pretensions. We 1nake none, save in our cond uct and
life -the y mak e bold and rash asse rtion s, that please, even
sorne of the mos t intel lectu al people.
Soc iety is dece ived . It dece ives itsel f by its conf iden ce in
Med icin e-an d it take s the quac k and his nost rum toge ther
beca use, know ing that you and I are reall y phys ician s, it believes all thetn that give rnedicine are so likewise. It pays us
the high est com plim ent, thou gh it disquiets us and inju res itself.
Inst ead of abus ing my friends for pref errin g a quac k to 1ne,
I qnly feel sorr y for their igno ranc e, or laug h in my sleeve
for thei r simp licit y and gull ibili ty,-t he mor e part icul arly whe n
they boas t to me of the very positive effects prod uced upon
them by deci llion ths and pack ings . I should be unre ason able to
I

I
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expe ct thetn to unde rstan d the riva l claim s of vvhat they deem
to be t\vo sect s of phys ician s. How should my frien ds kno w
wha t Med icin e is reall y, and wha t its platf orm of oper ation s 1
I will tell you wha t Phy sic is. It is to kno w Ana tom y, and all
Com para tive Ana tom y,., Che mist ry, and that mos t occu lt scie nce,
Org anic Che mist ry, Natu ral Hist ory in its class es, orde rs, genera and spec ies ; Geo grap hy,- Top ogra phy ,-D yna mic s,-a ll
Phy sics , and Phy siol ogy ,-Hi stor y,-t he state of rnan in all
ages and natio ns as modifiable by Jaws and cust oms , clim ate
and lang uag e,-h is arts, his liter atur e, his scie nces .
For after all, to be a phys ician is to know the life of man ,
and the n1eans of its cons erva tion and corr obor atio n, and he,
who ever he be, whe ther state sma n, mili tary chie f, divi ne, lawyer, artis an, shep herd or doct or, vvho has this exce llenc e and
this pow er, is a phys ician inde ed. Too man y of us, alas ! fall
far shor t of the goal at whic h we aim. Let us neve rthe less
poin t our arro ws high ! Let us ansvver the appe als of hutn anit y
calli ng upon us to pres erve them from pain , to free thern from
fear, and deliv er them , if possible, from the peri l of an imm inen t
deat h. How shall \Ve com pass this, unless we mak e adva nces in
vvisdom and in virtu e! Sinc e he alon e who is real ly wise rises
high er in pow er, in good ness and in hap pine ss,-y ea, "in supe r
imb res," abov e the pow er of fortu ne or of chan ge, cont emn ing
both ,-ev er soar ing and risin g high er and high er, like our
mon arch bird , who burn s to wav e the dari ng vving in the flood
of the brig ht effluence of that brig ht Esse nce that is incr eate .
He know s his heav en-d esce nded birth , and ever and only aitns
to reac h his hom e pure and undefiled of the dros s of a mor tal
state . Suc h is the man the people wan t.-Is this your aitn ?
Suc h should be you r aim.
You belo ng, all of you, to a Chri stian soci ety and natio n.
You have stud ied the Scri ptur es, and have hear d from the pulpit sinc e the earl y da\ivn of you r intel ligen ce, the grea t doct rine
pror nulg ed of the unit y of God as all in all. You have acce pted
this doct rine .
It is not to the reve aled dogm as of our relig ion that we are
sole ly inde bted for this grea t and imp orta nt know ledg e.
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A natural religion teaches us the nature and attributes of our
Creator:-" For the invisible things of Him, from the creation
are clearly seen;being understood by the things that are made
-even his Eternal Power and Godhead."
Now this declaration of St. Paul accords ,vith the results obtained by Plato, whose vie\vs are contained in his Timreus, and
also in the Phredo. M. Condillac gives a beautiful exposition
of the rational means of arriving at the same conclusion, and
in the language of the poet, you may say:"Lo! the poor Indian, whose untutored mind
Sees_God in c1ouds, and hears Him in the wind;
He who fair Science never taught to stray
Far as the solar walk, or milky way,"

I

I
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he arrives at the same inevitable conclusion.
Well ;-I pray you grant rne your attention now. You have
also heard the words : He spake, and it was done !
He commanded, and it stood fast!
Now weigh these words, and you ,vill find thetn to express
the profound and vast truth that is contained not in religion
only, but in the most reasonable philosophy,-that of the divine
idea of the creation, as it exists, as it has existed, and as it shall
be in all futurity.
They teach the doctrine, that before the world was, before the
words were spoken, there existed a spiritual world, an Ideal
world, which has become the actual.
But, as the world consists of an infinite variety of forms and
forces, and sentiments and aspirations-for this \Vorld is both
physical and psychical, both material and spiritual,-it follows
that each one of us existed-as did all men,-in the Divine Idea,
before" the stars sang together, or ever the sons of God shouted
for joy" at the completion of the great creation.
This is the doctrine of the Scriptures-this is the theme of the
Timreus-this is the teaching of Fichte,-and it addresses itself
with a quickening force to every ingenuous mind. Quickening!
did I say 1 It is imperative,-it · impels a man to look to that
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he is, to that he has been, and that whi ch he shall be ;-y ea, a
far high er pow er resides in it, for it points a man to that whi ch
he rnigltt become. The re is an idea l mig ht be, as well as an
idea l shall be.
Doubt]ess, ther e is a 1noral dest iny for eac h one of us here
pres ent to-n igh t-an d it is equ ally sure that that dest iny will be
rela tive to our own volu ntar y forc e and dete rmi nati on- our
stro ng, prep oten t, Fre ewi llin g force. If so, then ther e is a di vine
idea , not only of ,vha t we shall be- but also of wha t ,ve mig ht
be. Wh at shall you be, sir- or you -or you -or I?
Wh at mig ht you becon1e, sir, or wha t this othe r gen tlem an?
Wh at mig ht· be, mig ht be: SHA LL it be?
You may bec ome a Sch olar , or you may bec ome a mer e
mem ber of the so-c alle d Class of Am eric an Phy sici ans !
If you beco me trul y a Sch olar , a Sch olar in its full sense and
imp ort, you will be hap py and virtuous, bec ause you will be
beneficent, and pow erfu lly beneficent~ You will co-o pera te
with a11 goo d men in rais ing you r fello w-c reai ures high er in
n1orals, and secu rer in happiness, as did Pen n and Log an, our
Ithu riel and Zep hon .
If you mer ely bec ome a mem ber of the clas s of phy sici ans,
wha t help will you be to us? 'fo wha t segm ent of that hete roge neo us mas s will you belo ng? Wil l you bec ome a Ben jam in
Rus h? will you repe at the goo d life of Cas par Wis tar? or will
you give to soci ety aga in the now dea d form in n1orals and intelli gen ce of Phil ip Syn g Phy sick ? Wil l you do this ?-i t is
wel l!
Wil l you bec ome a phy sici an in the sense of the homceopath,
or the hyd rop ath -a root doc tor -a ven der of syru p, plas ter,
or pill? Oh rare elev atio n of soul ! Wil l you get up a gre at
medicine, as the Pot tow atto mie call s it? one fit to cure corn s,
and 1nake dea d men com e out of thei r grav es aga in, not send
them ther e ? or will you glor ify you rsel f and us, upon the basi s
of an oint1nent that shall redu ce lupus, can cer, piles, and itch ,
und er a com mon -law force, who se ope ratio n shall be to put
1noney in the purs e of the inve ntor ? Wltich clas s \Vill you
join ?

f
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Wh at will you do?
Will you do that whic h you shall do- or that whic h you
mig ht do ? Is ther e not an Idea l Shal l be, and an Idea l Mig ht be 1
Thin k, you ng man , of that might be. Lo9 k with me at the
glorious vision that seems to rise up here before my expa nded
sense. I see a student, in whose stro ng will is plan ted like an
anch or, the inex pugn able resolve to exce l. I see his mor al
imag e dilat ing and expa ndin g, as if to fill a wor ld-h is eye, bent
on truth , lead s him forth in the trac k of time, and he goes like a
mete or guid ing his race , and lighting them on the way -a pillar of cloud by day, and a pilla r of fire by nigh t,-a nd I see his
vast illumination, strea min g over the astonished eart h, and all
men 's eyes turn ed upon him with vene ratio n and awe thro ugh
gene ratio ns unbo rn !
Is this enth usia sn1- is this extr avag ance ?
No! a thou sand time s no- if I but nam e the nam e of l-Iomer,
of Solo n, of Zeuxis, of Prax itele s, of Phid ias, of Socr ates , of
Tull y, of Vir gil- or Gale n's nam e, or Petr arch 's nam e, or
Hall er's, or New ton's , or Ark wrig ht, or Wat t, or Fran klin !
Eripu it crelo fulmen, sceptrumque tyran nis !

Shal l I pron ouce the wor d Copernicus, or enum erat e the stell ar
points of the whole gala xy ?
The ir nam e is ,vri tten on ever y prog ress , and upon all the
happiness of civilized man -an d the hopes of the barb aria n.
Is not this noble idea of the unit y and univ ersa lity of God, in
both Scri ptur e and philosophy, a pow erfu l argu men t to conv ince
you of the nece ssity ther e is for a man to choo se wha t he shall
be!
Now choo se you r voc atio n-°"1 ill you beco me Scho lars, or
will .,vou be mer e Doc tors 1
I wou ld you migh t choo se arig ht, and that you migh t in so
doing, rem ove from you ever y vile mot ive; that ever y man
wou ld select his future, and dete rmin e it out of a high act of
pure reas on, and not unde r the selfish provoken1ents of a lust
for gain , distinction or pow er, othe r than the pow er to do
M
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good. · A true schola r loves wisdom for its own sake. He
deems truly that wisdom is virtue. Only the fool is wicked .
Do you know you are called upon to co-ope rate with your
race in attaini ng a higher perfec tion? That you are becom e
missio naries, evange lists, or messen gers sent from God to
allevia te, counte ract, or consol e some of the evils that are
insepa rable from the state of man? You are then set apart
from a comm on to a noble use.
Who plante d the sleep-g iving poppy in the garden of the
\Vorld ? Who raised the tall and gracef ul cincho nas on the
slopes of the Cordil leras ? Who lifts up and suppor ts and
draws out the gracile bendin g stem of the one, or uphold s the
rigid trunk of the other ? Who constr ucted the capsul e and
unfold ed the tender blosso m, and comm anded the sanativ e or the
pain-co rnpelli ng juices to stream throug h the tubes and gather
themse lves togeth er for the weary , sleeple ss, hopele ss sons of
the childre n of 1nen? Was this an accide nt? or "'·as it out of
design , a remed y? Or are medici nes appoin ted by the Autho r
of the vvorld, and you the minist ers to emplo y and guide them ?
And did the idea of it exist before the root was buried in the
ground ? .A.nd you, young gentlem en, were you there too? Did
that eye see you then as you sit before me now 7 Did He
ordain the tympa n and the semici rcular canal that now hears
my voice calling upon you, and appeal ing in vehem ent words ,
and a strong desire that you should becom e indeed the missionar y physic ian you were design ed to be? Fulfil the
precos mic idea of your nature and creatio n. Flee from every
tempta tion that might draw you aside from the appoin ted
possib le track, and learn to kno\v and to feel how honour able
a thing it is to be a physic ian in deed and in truth- a
messe nger sent from above to earth, and by an absolu te
c omma nd ordain ed to the high vocati on of the Schola r, and to
the e]evate d minist ry of the Iatrist.
I say it again -you are to co-ope rate with society in rendering it secure r and happie r.
Men's own n1isfor tunes and those of their countr y depend on
the want of this needfu l c o-oper a tion by the n1ore elevate d
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classes of society, in which arises the fountain of manners and
morals, and security for any nation. If that source become
defiled, what shall be the stream? It spreads poison and death
like an Acherontian river, wherever its foul waters overflo\v
or stagnate. It springs from a divinity, but like the son of Ceres
sinks down to hell.
In the present aspect of the political world-and fearfully in
our land, there is an appeal to all good men and true to grant
this co-operation in speech and in action-which is example.
There is no man, however humble, who does not exert power
by example.
Our country is weak, save only in the strength of public
morals. That strength is invincible, while public morals are
sound and wholesome; but when they decline, the law becomes
a word-a figment of the brain, and its strength is that of
the rope of sand. After which comes the dire dominion of
the musket and the gun. Then all is night for us and ours.
You have a future.
You have interests that are personal.
Your highest interests are th~se of your country-•what do
you becon1e if your country is ruined or enslaved ?
You have a duty to society; it is that of placing yourself
fitly in its Scholar Class.
And you have another duty-to choose an especial vocation.
I shall aid you as far as in me lies to obtain a knowledge of that
especial ministry. Cornmon use, and common sense, com rnand
your zeal in this education. But, when I look on your young,
strong, ruddy countenances, redolent of vigour and duration, I
dare believe that you design to be more than physicians-for ·
your interest, and judgment, and conscience, point you to the
Scholar Class of the land. Lastly, you have a great and
solernn duty to perfor1n.
It is to lend your strength of youth and manhood to co-operation.
\Vhat co-operation 1
To co-operate, not with your guild only, but with your
Scholar Class.
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You have heard that the members of your profession have
lately aroused themselves from a long torpor, and have resolved
to improve their condition by compelling all the members of it
to act according to the dictates of a true self-respect, by improving themselves in know ledge and virtue. The American
l\fedical Association will, if properly sustained and conducted,
cut trenchantly asunder all that vile mass, that, like a surgical
irnposthume, corrupts and defiles ·o ur whole body. Lend your
strength, then, to the promotion of its just and reasonable aims.
Co-operate with it in shunning every temptation to act unlike
a physician.
· Organize-organize yourselves into societies, and send your
representatives to the great annual convention of the medical
body of the republic.
I trust it will not be long ere the leaders of that body may
see the propriety of taking into its pale every meritorious American physician, while it shall spurn from its doors all evildoers and all dishonourable men.
I would that the American people could know a man's pretensions to their confidence by ascertaining that he is, or is not a
member of the American Medical Association. Then it rnight
beco1ne proper again for you to go up to the c?Ileges and
universities with the single design to join the United States
Medical Class. Until that shall be the case I repeat that I hope
you will ain1 to belong to its Scholar Class.
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